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dengerous sones of action vithin the city.es(nade) pinpoint aseuracy
on the part of supporting 2MBeeo 8n absclute necessity and uas done
camendably." 3

After the action at Eve, JCITSTCE moved south to the vicinity of
De Lang. In a surprise ection there Qhe cought o Gugein foree of
Vet Cong troops. JUISTCH delivered over one Iundred rounds of
projectiles on this concentration in o short period of tire. Upon
carpletion of this engagement, JCI’!:S‘ICI' returned to the I'Z, For the

‘remainderofthiatourmtha"gunlﬁne"ahemmeﬂupmd&mtho

pogat of *I Corps,* ﬁ_ﬁng on enery positioms, - Cn cell twenty~four

_ _ hcﬁrj: & &q, JCEESTON delivered her accmrate ﬁ.re in 'call-‘fhbﬁre*

rissdong, obamdmﬂ’apotted"bymobsemm&ebeachorin
the alry and :!n hamesmt and !.ntm'diction ﬁra, which 18 unobserved
and designed Yo deny enemy trOOpa rest apd - fyesdon of momentu
Jom!s"GHdepartedthe "I Corps" gnnﬁresupportmamMIuoh,
having delivered over 7500 rounds of high explosive anminition in sup-
part of A and Yerine inits.® The Navel Gun Fwe Liateon Officer of

 the Third larine Division radioed upon JCHISTCE's dep: rture, "This

vioit has inoressed our adriration for your spirit, 'agg:ressimees
ard fast response to our requests for support. You are one of the tep
ghooters in the INiZ Oun Club.?

5 SeeAppmdixO pageo-3
6 See Appendix H = page Hel
7 SeeAppendizO-pageM
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DESDIV 42
2-2-2.2-2

and Shimoda, Japan; Buckner Bay, Okinawaj; Subic Bay,

- Republic of Philippines; Kaohsiung, Taiwan; DaNang, Nha

Trang, and Cam Ranh Bay, Republic of Vietnam; and Hong
Kong; British Crown Colony. |

While in Vietnamese waters DesDiv 42 ships fired
31;666 rounds of ammunition in naval gunfire support mis-
sions agaipgt viet qug-g?dlﬁorth"Vietname§e_t:oops and
installations. Nearly one third of these missions were
observed and contrblled visually by airborne spotters or
by groﬁnd spotters in.forward observation posts, The
officia; gun damage assessment by the spotters totalled

59 enemy killed, 135 bunkers and fortifications destroyed,

. more than 468 structures destroyed or damaged, five sampans

sunk; three bridges damaged and miles of supply and escape
routes interdicted. Many other assignments were fired by
the Division as unobserved harassment-and interdiction
migsions,

Other vital contributions to the war effort were made

without firing a gun. DEWEY, serving as flagship for the

=MOY Q=







DESDIV 42

boli-dnd-4

the SAR team was called intc action when radar and radio
contact were lost with the helicepter assigned to JLUEY,
-Emergency conmnnications were establishe” with the pilot
and three crew members as DEWBY steames to the scene at
flank speed. within minutes DEWEY was alongside the downed
airmen and their recovery was éuigkly gxecuteda Several
hours later an attack aircraft returning from a strike
crashed into the gulf., For the second time that day DEWEY

raced to the rescue; guided by aircraft orbiting over the

scene of the créého The downed aircraft’s wingman reporte&

sighting one of the two missing airmen. With the position

marked by smoke from the sighting aircraft, DEWEY dispatéhed'

a helicopter to effect the rescue. 'Smoke and darkness pre-

vented thé heii;qpter :ecovefy and necéssitatea the ship’s
rescue of the pilot.

On Jan. 27 DEWEY and OWENS were diverted northward.
Arriving in the Sea of Japan on Feb. 1 DEWEY was again

~assigned duties as a Search and Rescue unit and as an advance

~ -

Anti-Air Warfare Picket Ship, Utilizing her long-range air

""more i













DESBIV 42
8-8-8-8=8
high-explosive projectiles directly into a cave used by

the Viet Cong. This type of mission, called direct-fire,

is seldom réceived‘by gqnline ships, and it poses a chal-
lenge to the accuracy and teamwork of shipboard gun person;
nel,

In two days of previous firing in support of the Capital
Division of the Republié of Korea forces near Qui Nhon OWENS
inflicted heavy damage on Viet Cong assembly areas. She

shot many rounds of explosives into the Phu Cat Mountain

’
*

region;

More than 7;666 rounds of 5-inch/38 ammunition were
fired along the Vietn#mese coastline from the DMZ in the
north to the Phu Cat Mountains in the south., The accuracy
bf_her firepqwer recorded 12 Viet Cong killed in action;
_161 bunkers and fortifications dest;oyed; 75 structures
damaged; sevéral secondgyy explosioné observed indicating
probable arms caches; and miles of supply and escape routes

interdicted.

Just prior to her departure from the Western Pacific
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OWENS visited the small fishing village of Shimoda; Japan;
to participate in thg 2§th Black Ship Festival; May 16-18,
.The festival coﬁhemprates Commodore Matthew C. Perzy's
historic negotia#ions which opened Shimoda to his black;
hulled warships on May 25; 185;1-° This led to the Japanese-
Ameriéan Treaty of Trade and Amity in 1866 and sparked the
development of Yokohama as a majér trading port. It pro-
vided the foundation upon which our present ties of friend-
ship with Japan have gréwn.

OWENS”spent three days iﬁ Shimoda as an emissary of
the U, S. Navﬁ and was beseiged by hundreds of visitérs
daily, OWENS' sailors marched proudly in a parade through
Shimoda's harrow streets before thousands of warm-hearted
citizenry, Aftefwthg parade they played an enthusiastic
softb#ll game with the Shimoda All Stars; iosing 11-13 to
the local teémo

In contrast to the veteran OWEN3; combat was a new
experience for CONE and her crew. Despite CONE's 23 years

of service, there is no record that she had ever fired a

~More=
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was called in to provide supporting fire as enemy artillery
opened up on units of the Third Marine Division, After

two hours of suppression fire againstrthe enemy big guns,
JOHNSTON was taken under fire simultaneously by three
artillerxry emplacements ir and north of the DMZ., At least
five.enemy rounds were 6bserved to fall close abéard.
Immediately; the destroyer'!s guns were brought fo bear
against the hostile emplacements. As a result of JOHNSTON's

counterbattery fire at least one of the enemy big guns was

L]
i

silenced.

Two days later JOHNSTON was called to take under fire

regulars discovered in a troop assembly area mear Gio Linh.
Outstanding target coverage was reported by observers
ashore. U, Sf, f.roops; sweeping through the area behind
JOHNSTON's naval gunfire; counted 44 enenmy dead; 22 of
which; along with.severgl destroyed structures; were
credited to the shipt*s guns,.

In successive assignments near Hue, DaNang and the DMZ

~more-









